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The Civil Court yesterday accepted a complaint lodged by a group of farmers in Saraburi against a garbage disposal firm, the court's first-ever environmental impact lawsuit.

The group is demanding the company pay them Bt2 billion in compensation for releasing toxic discharge harmful to their health. 

Prior to yesterday's hearing, Supreme Court president Sobchoke Sukharom and court officials presided over the inauguration of environmental lawsuits through Civil Court procedures. Such cases require no lawsuit fees or lower fees from plaintiffs than in normal civil cases. 

The 214 plaintiffs are farmers living in Kaeng Khoi and Muang districts. They claim that garbage handled by BetterWorld made them sick, with the conditions increasing in severity since the firm started operating there in 1999. 

The lawsuit said the firm initially disposed of non-toxic garbage but had illegally included toxic trash in its operations. It said initial inspections by government agencies found excessive cadmium, mercury and other toxic substances in discharge that contaminated the farmers' land, water resources and cattle dens. 

The plaintiffs claim they are suffering from rashes, respiratory difficulties, poor eyesight and eye pain, chest pain, body cysts, nose infections, severe headaches, constant nausea and body aches. 

Under the new procedure, a hearing to seek an out-of-court settlement, which has not yet been scheduled, is required before the trial begins. 

